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MAN'S HOPE 


"Human nature has always hoped, and the hope 
has always been stronger than a million deaths, 
because God has steadily fed the hope. Spring is 
a miracle—life from seeming death. Thus God 
beckons us through our eyes to trust him. Not only 
through our eyes, but at the very basis of our 
nature, his signs are given. Our conscience pro- 
tests against the incompleteness of mortal days. 

We are assigned an agelong task, the fashioning of 
a true soul in a true world, with only am hour 
given for labor. We see what is right, but history 
mocks us, for the wrong is still rampmt. Thus 
conscience points to a world where mysteries are 
made clear, and wrongs are righted, and tears find 
compensation. Our love makes fiercer protest, for 
a veritable love is never willing to surrender 


those loved." 
-- George A. Buttrick 
The Interpreters Bible 
Volume VII, page 617 


MISSIONS OR MISSION 


"From Missions to Mission" was the theme of 
the Ninth Annual Assembly of the Division of 
Foreign Missions of the National Council of the 
Churches of Christ in the U.S.A., Pittsburgh, 
December 7-10, 1958. Speaking to this theme, the 
Chairman of the Division, Dr. Virgil A. Sly, said 
that the mission is God‘s and its message, the 
Gospel, becomes ours only when it possesses us and 
not when we possess it. This fact, he said, 
"should lift us above denominational possessive- 
ness" to the point where missions are lost in 
mission. Then, he argues, our procedures will be 
brought into "a pattern of mutuality" wherein real 
partnership among mission boards and with the 
younger churches can emerge. Toward this good end, 
we are now in the midst of a soul struggle to dis- 
cern what must be done and to be willing to do it 
to the greater glory of God, no matter what con- 
cepts and practices have to be changed. 
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HOW MANY MISSYONARIES? 

Are foreign missionaries increasing or decreas- 
ing? The answer to this and similar questions is 
found in a statistical survey of North American 
Protestant Foreign Missions in 1958 by Frank W. 
Price ond Clara E. Orr published as am Occasional 
Bulletin of the Missionary Research Library in New 
York. Although the survey covers chiefly only the 
United States and Canada, over-all figures are 
given which reveal a total Protestant, foreign mis- 
sionary force of 38,606, over three times as many 
as were reported in 1903 and nearly half as many 
again as the number given for 1936. About 65.8 
percent or 25,050 of this total are from North 

Of these, 1,549 are missionaries to 
More North American societies now have 
The num- 


America. 
Japan . 

work in Japan than in any other country. 
ber is 97. 
eties. Amazing (and perhaps distressing) is the 
fact that in Taiwan (Formosa) 52 missionary agen- 


India is a close second with 95 soci- 


cies are at work as compared with only two before 
World War II. And "the tiny area of Hong Kong 
(population 3,000,000) is a direct concern of 46 
different organizations." The most notable in- 
crease in the number of North American mission- 
aries going to any one area is found in the total 
now working in Sub-Sahara Africa. This increase 
has been from 23.8 percent of the total overseas 
force in 1952 to 29.07 percent in 1956 and to 
31.87 percent in 1958. 
this survey reveals that by dividing the total 
income for Protestant foreign missions in 1957 by 
the church membership for that year, the average 
per capita gift was $2.34. 


As to missionary giving, 


CONTINUING CALL FOR MISSIONARIES 


The student Volunteer Movement’s annual publi- 
cation Christian Horizons prints ten letter-size 
pages in small type in listing all the openings 
for full-time missionary service. An additional 
five pages lists opportunities for short-term 
(three years or less) service. The calls are char- 
acterized as "more urgent than ever in these days 


of spreading unrest." "The revolutionary nature of 
this time has opened doors never opened before." 
The nobly useful Student Volunteer Movement, founded 
in 1886, is planning its Eighteenth Quadrennial 
Convention for the year-end, December 27, 1959, to 
January 2, 1960, at the Ohio University, Athens. 
Tracy K. Jones, Jr., is Chairman and Douglas Cook 
is General Secretary. 


ONE SCHOOL, TWENTY-FOUR LANGUAGES 


Leonard Theological College, Methodist, in 
Jabalpur, India, recently discovered that among 
its faculty and students twenty-four languages are 
spoken. The discovery was made when, in convoca- 
tion, a scripture verse was repeated in that mony 
tongues. Think of the people this one institution 
can reach as it sends its graduates forth into the 
villages of India. 


WORLD CHRISTIAN BOOKS 


The World Christian Books project sponsored by 
the International Missionary Council has now pro- 
duced and published twenty-four books. A tabula- 
tion of the first twenty of these volumes reveals 
that they have together found their way, by trans- 
lation or adaptation, into thirty different lan- 
guages. Volume I, The Christian's God, by General 
Editor Bishop Stephen Neill, has been translated 
into twenty-two languages. Volume II, Christian 
Giving, by V. S. Azariah, has gone into twenty-six. 
And the end is not yet. This highly multiplying 
effort to make the Christian message, in substance 
and in implication for life, available to people 
everywhere may still be only at its beginning. 

The books in this series may be obtained from the 
Association Press in N. Y. Price: $1.25 each. 


MYTHOLOGY OF MISSIONS 


"A new myth today is that since the 'Younger 
Churches' have come into existence, the task of 
winning the non-Christian world to Christ had 
better be left to them. One certainly thanks God 
for these so-called 'Younger Churches.' One of 
the miracles of the present age is that the 
Christian Church is a living reality in every 
major country of Asia and Africa, with very few 
exceptions. Fifty years ago we could not have 
made this assertion. The Christian congregation, 
whether in Calcutta, Shanghai or Tokyo or in some 
remote village in Africa, is a unique social 
phenomenon. There is nothing like it in non- 
Christian societies. The faith by which it lives 
involves a costly tension - a tension between the 
loyalty to one’s clan or tribe or nation or loy- 
alty to the transcendent God who speaks to men in 
Jesus Christ. It exists, in spite of all its 
weaknesses; it proclaims the Gospel and confronts 
men with its claims. 


"However, having said this, we must not exag- 
gerate either the vitality of its life or its 
resources. All these Churches in Asia and Africa 
are small; they are minority churches with a few 
exceptions, like the Church in the Philippines. 
To name only three of the important countries of 
Asia, India is but 3% Christian, China 1%, and 
Japan slightly more than half of 1%. In Thailand, 
of 18 million people, the Protestant community is 
less than 50,000! Most of the accessions to the 
churches have been from the poorer strata of 


ee 


society; with a few exceptions like Japan and 
Ceylon, they are from the rural population. These 
Christians have sought in Christianity a liberation 
from age-long tyrannies over life. The percentage 
of literacy amongst them with the exception of 
Japon and the Philippines is not high. The Pro- 
testant Church in India, which is said to be the 
largest Protestant community in Asia, is only 20% 
literate. Seventy-five percent of its members 
cannot even read the Word of God. With these 
handicaps, these churches in Asia and Africa have 
not yet out-tought or out-lived the non-Christian 
faiths. To say therefore glibly that these 
Churches in Asia ond Africa had better evangelize 
their nations without the help of their partners 
from abroad is not realistic thinking." 
— Rajah B. Manikan, 
Bishop of Tranquebar, 
Evangelical Lutheran Church 
in India 


BIBLE STUDY IN SOVIET CHINA 


"Increased emphasis on Bible study is re- 
ported, with the sale of the Bible widely promoted 
from the Bible House in Shanghai and from six 
regional houses and agencies in other cities. 
Forty-three new editions of the Scriptures have 
been published between 1949 and 1955 and Chinese, 
Hebrew and Greek scholars have begun work on a new 
translation of the whole Bible. William Temple’s 
Readings in St. John’s Gospel and Bunyan‘s, 
Pilgrim’s Progress, together with Biblical Commen- 
taries, are among the most significant recent pub- 
lications from the Christian publishing houses; 
and the production of such works as New Testament 
Greek Words, compiled by Dr. Andrew Cheng, a 
Hebrew-Chinese Dictionary, and a Chinese edition of 
Strong’s Concordance (the work of the "Little 
Flock'), indicates the same demand for aids to 
deeper study of the Bible as is apparent, for 
instance, in India and Japan." 


— Margaret Sinclair, 
A Survey of the Year 1958, 
International Review of Missions, 
January, 1959, page 12, 


THE CHURCH IN AFRICA 


The Pittsburgh Assembly of the Division of 
Foreign Missions of the National Council of the 
Churches of Christ in the U.S.A. heard a great 
deal about the Churches in changing Africa. One of 
the most significant facts is that African Chris- 
tians, who have hitherto been isolated from politi- 
cal life are now manifesting a political conscious- 
ness and conscience and are making their Christian 
influence felt in the fast-changing scene. Unfor- 
tunately, said one speaker, Dr. Charles W. Forman, 
there is a great lack of trained African leaders. 
Dr. Christian Baeta of Ghana appealed for mis- 
Sionaries wholly committed to Christ and His 
cause and willing to identify themselves with 
the needs and aspirations of the people. 


Readers will recall earlier references to the 
All-Africa Church Conference, held at Ibadan, 
Nigeria in January 1958. That conference took the 
first step toward a continent-wide linkage between 
Christian churches by the appointment of a Provi- 
sional Committee to carry forward the concerns of 
the conference ond plan for the future. An All- 
Africa secretary was one of the possibilities 
suggested. 

The Provisional Committee met at Brazzaville 
last November and asked Mr. George C. Grant (who 
was organizing secretary of the Ibadan Conference) 
to visit the twenty-five countries represented at 
Ibadan to consult with leaders of the churches. 

In West Africa the response has been very en- 
couraging, with a prospect that churches in Ghana 
will accept responsibility for seven percent of the 
budget of an All-African Secretariat, and churches 
in Liberia another seven percent. Initially most 
of the rest will probably have to be provided from 
outside Africa. 

The churches in African countries with substan- 
tial white populations are fully preoccupied with 
internal problems. But they are the ones who stand 
- to gain most, in the long term, from closer contacts 
with their fellow Christians in the countries now 
learning the responsibilities that go with politi- 
cal independence. 

It is in circumstances like these that Paul's 
admonition "Bear ye one another's burdens, and so 
fulfil the law of Christ" takes on deeper meaning 
for all of us. 


CONTINUED STUDY OF IMC-WCC INTEGRATION 


The Division of Foreign Missions, at its 
Pittsburgh Assembly, again gave serious attention 


to the proposed integration of the International 
Missionary Council and the World Council of 
Churches and 


RESOLVED that the Executive Board of the Division 
be requested to give further study to the ques- 


tions formulated by it in May 1958 regarding the 
proposed Plan of Integration of the I.M.C. and 
the W.C.C. in order that the Administrative 
Committee of the I.M.C. may know the mind of 

the Division on these matters; and, that in this 
study particular attention be given to the dis- 
tribution of functions between the Division of 
Inter-church Aid and Service to Refugees and 

the Division of World Missions and Evangelism 

in an integrated Council, in order to reduce 

the confusion resulting from overlapping 
activities and responsibilities. 


PERSONALIA 


Dr. George W. Carpenter, Acting General 
Secretary, left on January 31, 1959, to attend 


meetings in London and Geneva, including World 
Council Program and Executive Committee, and the 
Administrative Committee of the Division of Inter- 
church Aid and Service to Refugees. He returned 
on February 18. Dr. Norman Goodall, secretary of 
the IMC/WCC Joint Committee, was in the U.S.A. 
from January 12-27. He is always a welcome visitor. 
Dr. Glora M. Wysner will leave on March 26 to 
attend the Asmara Conference to be held in 
Ethiopia on April 1, amd will visit Aden and re- 
turn to New York via London sometime toward the 
end of April. Dr. E.K. Higdon, United Christian 
Missionary Society’s missionary to the Philippines 
from 1917 to 1937, and until recently for several 
years the Chaplain of the Protestant Center in 
Monila, is now in the I.M.C. office in New York on 
temporary assignment to assist Dr. Carpenter. 

Mrs. Higdon is also assisting in the office. 

Dr. Charles W. Ranson left New York on January 10 
for an extensive visit to Africa in the interest 
of theological education. He wil] return in March. 
Dr. Jesse R. Wilson, Secretary of the I.M.C. in 
the New York office from March 1, 1955 to Septem- 
ber 30, 1958, is now living in partial retirement 
on a small farm near Wells, Texas. He keeps in 
close touch with the I.M.C., and continues as 
editor of this World Associates Newsletter. He 
is also speaking in one church or another almost 
every Sunday. 


A WORD IS BORN 


"For years a missionary had been trying to find 
a word meaning gentle. Nothing seemed to fit. Then 
one day at a prayer meeting she noticed how kindly 
one of the men spoke to several of his children who 
were making a disturbance. It suddenly occurred to 
her that there must be a word to describe how you 
speak to a child. The next day she asked her 


translation helper. "What word do you use when 
you speak*to a child?" He replied, "When you speak 
to a child you speak softly." She thought for a 
moment and then asked, "Could you put the word 
softly with the word for heart and make a new word 
meaning softhearted or gentle?" The translator 
wasn't sure, but said he would think about it. 
After pondering a few days, he agreed that the 
combination of the two words might do. At least 

it was wortha try. After much experimenting, 

this word was found to be successful in conveying 
the right meaning. It was only a short time after- 
wards that it became an accepted word. Today this 
new word for gentle is used in the Epistles in the 
Pa-O (Toungthu) language." 


— From The Committee on World Literacy 
and Christian Literature Newsletter, 
Novenber-December 1958 


BOOK NOTICES 


One Body, One Gospel, One World, by Lesslie 


Newbigin; International Missionary Council, 156 
Fifth Avenue, New York 10, N.Y. This 56-page 
booklet by the Chairman of the I.M.C. deals with 
the present situation in Christiam missions, sets 
forth "the unchanging basis," 
for action today." It is new, authoritative, 
inspiring and impelling. Price: 1-9 copies, 25¢ 
each; 10 or more copies, 20¢ each. The I.M.C. 
will pay postage if remittance accompanies order. 


and some "principles 


Working Abroad as a Christian, a 12-page 
folder published by the Student Volunteer Move- 
ment, 257 Fourth Avenue, New York 10, N.Y. 

A challenge to every Christian who goes into 
service abroad to count himself a missionary of 
the faith and to give his witness by life and the 
word. The challenge grows out of both need and 
opportunity at a time when thousands of Americans 
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World Associates Newsletter is a publi- 
cation of the International Missionary 
Council of which Dr. George W. Carpenter 
is the Acting General Secretary, and Bishop 


J.E. Lesslie Newbigin is the Chairman and 
General Secretary-Elect. 

It appears four times a year - March, 
June, September, and December. It is sent 
chiefly to those who are listed as World 
Associates of the Council and to some 


others. There is no subscription rate. 


If interested, write to Jesse R. Wilson, 


Editor of the Newsletter. 


World Associates Newsletter 
International Missionary Council 
156 Fifth Avenue 
New York 10. N. Y. 


are living and working in other lands. This small 
folder, sent postpaid at 15¢ per copy, might well 
be given to every Christian going abroad. 


The Christian Mission for Today, Five of the 


major addresses delivered at the Ninth Annual 
Assembly of the Division of Foreign Missions, 
N.C.C. in December, 1958. "Homework," Dr. R. 
Norris Wilson. "From Missions to Mission," 

Dr. Virgil A. Sly. "The Christian Mission from 
the Standpoint of United Churches," Dr. John 
Coventry Smith. "The Christian Mission from the 
Standpoint of World Confessional Groups," Dr.Paul 
C. Empie. "The Changing and Unchanged Mission,” 
Dr. George W. Carpenter. 30¢ a copy, available 
about March 20. 


International Review of Missions, organ of the 
I.M.C., Margaret Sinclair, editor; printed by 
Oxford University Press; Published Quarterly; 
Annual subscription, $3.50; single issues, $1.00. 
Required reading for anyone who would keep abreast 
of the world mission. The January, 1959, issue 
gives a discerning and comprehensive survey of the 
world mission for 1958; also interesting articles 
and book reviews by missionary scholars. 
Subscriptions should be sent to the I.M.C., 

Room 1124, 156 Fifth Avenue, New York 10, N.Y. 


The Summons to Christian Mission Today, the 
address by Bishop J.E. Lesslie Newbigin given at 


the I.M.C. dinner meeting last November, will 

be published in the April issue of The Inter- 
national Review of Missions. Reprints available 
from the International Missionary Council, 156 Fifth 
Avenue, Room 1124, New York 10, N.Y. 10¢ for 
single copies, 7¢ each for ten or more, S¢ each 
for 100 and over. Please send remittance with 
order. 
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